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Save The Date 
March 4, 2010  

 

Bayou Land Families Helping Families 
 

Presents our   
Education Conference  

 

Strategies for a Successful Future  
~Providing  Quality Education for Everyone~ 

 

8:00 am-3:30 pm 
Ramada Inn  

1400 West Tunnel Blvd. 
Houma, Louisiana 70060 

 
This conference will cover topics related to the educational needs of students  

in today’s school system.  Topics presented will provide parents, family  
members, and professionals with a framework of understanding regarding our 

educational system.  Aligning with IDEA standards, this conference will address 
concerns spanning across a student’s educational career.   

 
Breakout sessions will cover a variety of topics including the following: 
Response to Intervention* School-wide Positive Behavior Supports * Related Services 

Discipline & Behavior * LEAP, iLEAP & Standardized Tests *Transition Services   
Due Process * and much more! 

 
Anyone interested in attending this conference may RSVP by contacting  

Ragain M. Gray or Shonna Riggs at 985-447-4461, or 1-800-331-5570.  There is 
no charge for this conference and lunch is provided for all registered participants. 

This newsletter is provided 
through funding from the  
Office for Citizens with  
Developmental Disabilities, 
the State Department of 
Education, the Office of 
Mental Health,  the  
Louisiana Developmental  
Disabilities Council, Office 
of Public Health, Family to 
Family Health Information 
Center and Children’s 
Trust Fund. 

For More Information About Our Organization Please Visit:  www.blfhf.org 

~Bayou Land is Going Green~ 
 

Please contact us to let us know if 
you would like the newsletter sent 

to you via email.  We will  
continue to send newsletters by 
mail to families in the region 3 

area upon request.  



Date/Time Event Location Contact 
January 12, 2010 
9:30 am-11:30 am 

Transition Planning: My child is  
graduating from High School and has a 
disability, where do we go from here? This 
workshop will assist families in transition 
IEP planning, goal setting and employment 
opportunities. 

Houma Library 
718 Grand Caillou Road 
Houma, LA 70363 
 

Shonna Riggs at 985-447-4461, 
1-800-331-5570 or 
sriggs@bellsouth.net 

January 21, 2010 
10:00 am-12:00 pm 

EarlySteps  Family  Orientation! 
What is EarlySteps and what to expect from 
the program. 

Napoleonville Branch Library 
293 Napoleonville, LA 70390 

Chrissy Kraemer 985-447-4461 
or 1-800-331-5570 
 

January 26, 2010  
10:00 am-12:00 pm  

 

SSI/SSDI Update Get the latest information 
on changes to Social Security (SSI) and  
Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI).  
Find out about applying for SSI or SSDI and 
if you or your child qualifies.  Who should 
attend: Families of children with disabilities 
or special health needs of all types;  
Individuals with disabilities, professionals. 

Terrebonne Parish Library 
Main Branch 
151 Library Drive 
Houma, LA 70360 

Karen Scallan at 985-447-4461,  
1-800-331-5570 or  
f2fhic@bellsouth.net 

February 4, 2010 
9:30 am-11:30 am 

Let’s Go Over the Handbook: A closer 
look at procedural safeguards and the 
IEP! Understanding and protecting your 
child’s educational rights.  Parents will have 
a Q & A session to ask questions concerning 
IEP and school issues as it relates to the  
education process. 

St. John Parish Library 
2920 Highway 51 
Meeting Room A 
LaPlace, LA 

Shonna Riggs at 985-447-4461, 
1-800-331-5570 or 
sriggs@bellsouth.net 

February 6, 2010 
10:00 am-12:30 pm  

DOUBLE WORKSHOP 
 
“Who Can Help My Family? And “How 
Can I Help My Family?  See page 3 

St. John Parish Library 
2920 Highway 51 
Meeting Room A 
LaPlace, LA 

Karen Scallan at 985-447-4461,  
1-800-331-5570 or  
f2fhic@bellsouth.net 

March 12, 2010 
10:00 am-12:30 pm 

DOUBLE WORKSHOP 
“Who Can Help My Family? And “How 
Can I Help My Family?  See page 3 

East Bank Regional Library 
River Road,  
Destrehan, LA 

Karen Scallan at 985-447-4461,  
1-800-331-5570 or  
f2fhic@bellsouth.net 

March 25, 2010 
9:30 am-11:30 am 

Transition Planning: My child is 
graduating from High School and has a 
disability, where do we go from here?  
This workshop will assist families in 
 transition IEP planning, goal setting, and  
employment opportunities. 

St. John Parish Library 
2920 Highway 51 
Meeting Room A 
LaPlace, LA 

Shonna Riggs at 985-447-4461, 
1-800-331-5570 or 
sriggs@bellsouth.net 

Calendar of Events Page 2 

Coming Soon in May 2010 
 

Bayou Land Families Helping Families 
 

Presents  
 

Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund  
~Conference~  

~Beyond Blame Positive Steps for Change~  
Anyone interested in submitting proposal papers for this conference may do so by contacting Ragain M. Gray 

or Joyce Chiasson at  985-447-4461 or ragaingray@bellsouth.net.   

More information on this conference will be in our next quarterly newsletter 
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 Louisiana F2F HIC Tele-Workshops 2010 Quarterly Tele-Workshops 
 

What is a Tele-Workshop? Tele-workshops are brought to you in the comfort of your home, office or anywhere you are able to attend.   
All you need is a telephone (note call-in numbers are NOT toll free).  Once you register, you are  provided with a copy of the materials 
you will need via email in a PDF  adobe acrobat format.  If you have no access to computer, we can make arrangements for you to get the  
materials printed and sent to you. 

Double Workshops “Who & How” 
Who Can Help My Family? This portion of the event will provide families with an overview of what agencies are out there, how they’re 
connected, what they do and who qualifies, as well as how to access the services they provide.  State and local agencies will be discussed 
and families will have a better understanding of where to go for assistance for their children. 
How Can I Help My Family? Louisiana Medicaid is in crisis, private insurance premiums are on the rise, there are shortages of medical 
professionals in our state and the agencies that provide related services like direct support professional assistance, respite and emergency 
crisis funding are in budget crises themselves.  This portion of the training will focus on the state of care in Louisiana, how the system work 
and how families can advocate for their child on a personal, local, regional or state level.  Families will have a better understanding of the 
system and how to advocate for children and youth with special needs and will be connected to opportunities to advocate at whatever level 
they feel comfortable with.  How can I register? Contact Karen Scallan at 1-800-331-5570 or email f2fhic@bellsouth.net. 

January  
2010 

February 
2010 

March  
2010 

Wednesday   
January 6, 2010 

2:00 pm 

Tuesday  
February 2, 2010 

7:00 pm 

Wednesday 
March 3, 2010 

12:00 pm 
Friday,   

January  8, 2010 
1:00 pm 

Friday 
February 5, 2010 

7:00 pm 

Friday 
March 5, 2010 

7:00 pm 
Wednesday  

January 20, 2010 
2:30 pm 

Thursday 
February 11, 2010 

10:00 am 

Tuesday 
March 9, 2010 

7:00 pm 
Wednesday  

January 27, 2010 
10:00 pm 

Thursday 
Feb 18, 2010  

10:00 am  

Thursday  
March 11, 2010 

12:00 pm 
Saturday 

February 20, 2010 
10:00 am 

Tuesday 
March 16, 2010 

10:00 am 
Tuesday  

February  23, 2010 
12:00 pm 

Thursday 
March  18, 2010 

2:00 pm 
Thursday 

February 25, 2010 
12:00 pm 

Saturday 
March 27, 2010 

10:00 am 

 
Check us out on  

The web 
www.blfhf.org 
& on facebook at 

LaFtofhic 

Bayou Land Families Helping Families would like to give a Special Thanks   
To everyone who contributed to make our 16th Annual OCDD conference a success 

~Presenters~ 
 Mark Thomas ~ Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities 

John Hall ~ Region 3 Administrator for the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities 
Lisa Schilling ~ Director of South Central Louisiana Human Service Authority 

Tedra Landreaux ~ EarlySteps Statewide Parent Consultant 
                    Doanie Doucet ~ Director of the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities Resource Center on  

Community Inclusion 
Todd Guilliot ~ Region 3 Regional Manager for the Office of Aging and Adult Services for  

the Department of Health and Hospitals 
Ann Tregre ~ Social Security Income Technical Expert for the Social Security Administration Office (Houma office) 
Dr. Julia Lott, Ph.D ~ The Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities Region VI Community Psychologist 

Timothy Butler ~ Region 3 EarlySteps Regional Coordinator with the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities  
through the Department of Health and Hospitals 

 

~Community Agency Contributions~ 
 *St Ann General Hospital* Peggy Arceneaux & Region 3 Office of Public Health * Thibodaux Regional * 

The Medical Team (Houma) * Adaptive Prosthetics & Orthotics, LLC * Custom Health Care *Medicaid 
(LaCHIP) (Thibodaux office) * Just Kidz Developmental Center* Terrebonne Home Care*  

Children Special Health Services Statewide Parent Training Coordinator Ester McGee*   

How does a Tele-Workshop work? First, registration is required.  
Our funding requires that we take certain information and track 
your satisfaction with our materials and program.  We will get most 
of that information in the registration process.  When you register, 
you’ll be asked if you have access to a computer and email.  If so, 
we will email you your call in phone number and the presentation 
materials.  Then all you do is call in on the date of the call.  Do I 
need a computer? Certain computer programs? We encourage 
individuals to view our information via the computer because many 
slides may have a color variances that aren’t as obvious in printed 
form.  You will receive your packet quicker via email.  However, if 
you do not have access to a computer, we can make arrangements 
for a copy of the materials to be sent to you if you are registered 
far enough in advance to receive the materials via mail.  Materials 
sent via email are in adobe acrobat format.  Note the call in  
numbers are not toll free. Individuals are urged to use a line 
with either free long-distance or with unlimited long distance at 
one flat rate to avoid additional long distance charges. Groups 
are welcome but each participant must register.  




